
202520252025

ANNUAL
REPORT



Dear Community, Partners, and Friends,

As I reflect on the close of our centennial year, I am deeply moved by the foundation built by
the visionary citizens who first gathered in Cincinnati. Joining a movement born in response
to global isolationism, our Council became the fourth chapter in the nation—standing
alongside New York, Cleveland, and Philadelphia with a bold commitment to connect our
region to the world.

When I look back at a century of history, one truth stands out: our work has always been
powered by partnership. From our earliest days collaborating with civic leaders, local
schools like Hughes High, and organizations like the League of Women Voters, our strength
has come from working together.

While the global challenges we face today echo those of decades past, our founding values
remain our steady guide. As the Cincinnati Post observed nearly a century ago, we have
always been willing to bring speakers who foster real, informed dialogue—even when it
means wrestling with uncomfortable truths. From early meetings at the historic Hotel Sinton
to today’s programs across Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky, we remain committed to
open, courageous, and inclusive conversation.

As CEO, my promise to you as we step into our second century is that we will continue to
ignite our community’s engagement in foreign affairs. Through global education,
international exchange, and cultural initiatives, we are preparing the next generation to
navigate an interconnected world and strengthening our region's international identity.

Thank you to our community, schools, donors, and global partners for walking this path with
us. Your dedication made our first 100 years possible, and together, we are ready for the next.

Globally yours,

Michelle Glandorf
President & CEO
World Affairs Council -
Cincinnati & Northern Kentucky

WWW.GLOBALCINCINNATI .ORG



PROFESSIONAL EXCHANGE
Hosting exchange visitors annually through the U.S.
Department of State’s International Visitor Leadership
Program (IVLP) helps people to people diplomacy efforts
"one handshake at a time." These emerging world leaders
create personal and professional connections with people
just like you. 

Exchanges create lasting bonds between our region and
the world! TechGirls also innovated with job shadow
opportunities at local companies.

GLOBAL  EDUCATION
Bringing the world to classrooms from elementary through
adults. From sharing cultural knowledge to global mindset,
local impact to international careers, students develop
global education skills and competencies. 

Educator Professional Development Opportunities, Youth
Leaders for Glocal Impact Grants, Global Summer Camps
& International Education Summit transforms you into a
local leader in the global arena.

Given the leadership role that the U.S. plays in the world,
the Council brings foreign affairs experts to deepen
understanding about timely global challenges and
policies. As a nonpartisan organization, we are sharing
perspectives and helping to inform through these open
dialogues.

Now providing programs virtually and in person to engage
our community in conversations that matter.

SIGNATURE EVENTS

OUR PROGRAMS



39
EDUCATION
PARTNERS

5112
VOLUNTEER

HOURS

281
VOLUNTEERS

15,000+
STUDENTS
IMPACTED

Bringing the world to classrooms from elementary through adults. From sharing cultural
knowledge to Youth Leaders for Glocal impact to international careers, students develop
global education skills and competencies. 

Educator Professional Development Opportunities, Youth Leaders for Glocal Impact
Grants, Global Summer Camps & International Education Summit transforms you into a
local leader in the global arena.

98% of the students
who attended felt the

International
Education Summit
was beneficial for

their future success. 

GLOBAL EDUCATION



Hosting exchange visitors annually through the U.S. Department of State’s International
Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP) helps people to people diplomacy efforts "one
handshake at a time." These emerging world leaders create personal and professional
connections with people just like you. 

Exchanges create lasting bonds between our region and the world! TechGirls also
innovated with job shadow opportunities at local companies.

ECONOMIC IMPACT

$340,000+

186
VISITORS

64
COUNTRIES

“Hosting the delegation provided me
insight that no amount of online

research could have done. The in-
person connection that occurred

between our district and the
participants of the program helped to

develop a relationship between our
organizations that could not have

existed without the interactions that
the World Affairs Council helped to
create." - A Professional Resource 

PROFESSIONAL EXCHANGE



SIGNATURE EVENTS

Given the leadership role that the U.S. plays in the world, the Council brings foreign affairs
experts to deepen understanding about timely global challenges and policies. As a
nonpartisan organization, we are sharing perspectives and helping to inform through
these open dialogues.

Now providing programs virtually and in person to engage our community in
conversations that matter.

MEMBERS
121 702

LEADERS SERVED



COMMUNITY PARTNERS & CONTRIBUTORS

A WORLD OF THANKS

1N5
Adopt a Class
ArtEquals
Atlas Air
Catalytic Fund
Center for Great Neighborhoods
Churchill's Fine Teas
Cincinnati / Northern Kentucky International Airport (CVG)
Cincinnati Women’s Club
Cincinnati Recreation Center
Clovernook Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired
Comey & Shepherd Realtors
Connico
DeanHouston
Dover Foundation
Dunnhumby
Executive Transportation Services
 Findlay Market
Friends of the Public Library
Globals Ties U.S.
Gravity Diagnostics
Green Umbrella
Groundwork ORV
Hamilton County ESC
Hamilton County Public Library

Jungle Jim's
Jukebox

Kroger
LaSoupe

Last Mile Food Rescue
Mariner Wealth Advisors

Miami University Global Initiatives
Mi Cozumel

Mohawk Global
New Riff Distilling

Northern Kentucky Area Development District
Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce

Northern Kentucky Community Action Commission
Noshable

CET
Pilgrim's

Power to Pursue
Starrag

Strategic Planning Services
Talbert House

The Rotex Group
The TIM | ROBERTS Group - Comey & Shepherd Realtors

The Well
Unataza

West Sixth



GLOBAL PARTNERS

A WORLD OF THANKS

Thank you to our local community who volunteers to connect with international exchange delegations.

1001 Colors           
21c Museum            
Archdiocese of Cincinnati         
Aruna Project            
Aviatra Accelerators           
BE NKY         
Bloc Ministries            
Blue North            
Bricker Graydon          
Brighton Center           
PBS CET             
Children’s Law Center          
Cincinnati Bar Association          
Cincinnati Council Member Anna Albi        
Cincinnati Council Member Evan Nolan        
Cincinnati Enquirer           
Cincinnati Office of Performance and Data Analytics      
Cincinnati Police Department          
Cincinnati Urban Appalachian Community Coalition       
CincyPlay            
Citizen Complaint Authority          
City Manager's Office           
City of Cincinnati Internal Audit Division        
City of Covington           
Darou Salam
Department of Justice, Southern District of Ohio       
Easterseals Redwood                                 
Girl Scouts             
Groundwork Ohio River Valley         
Haile Foundation           
Hamilton County Juvenile Court                              

Hamilton County Developmental Disability Services 
Hamilton County Domestic Violence Task Force 

Hamilton County Great Parks 
 Hamilton County Prosecutor's Office 

Hamilton County Sheriff's Office 
HER Cincinnati 

 Incubator Kitchen Collective 
Independence Alliance 

Ion Center 
Kentucky Commonwealth’s Attorney Louis Kelly 

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife 
LADD 

LinkNKY
U.S. Customs and Border Patrol 

MeetNKY 
Metropolitan Area Religious Coalition of Cincinnati (MARCC) 

NKU Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
NKU School of Education 

NKU College of Law 
Office of Ethics and Good Government 

Ohio Division of Wildlife Ohio 
Justice and Policy Center 

Point Arc 
ProKids 

Salvation Army 
Saturday Hoops 

The Catalytic Fund 
UC College of Law 

UC School of Journalism 
Voices and Visionaries 

Women Helping Women 
YWCA 



A WORLD OF THANKS

A special mention in honor of Richard I. Lauf, former board member and
true friend, to the Council

SCHOOL PARTNERS

Aiken New Tech High School
Gateway Commutiy College
Glenn O'Swing Elementary
Holmes High School
Ignite Institue
Latonia Elementary
Miami University
Ninth District Elementary School
Northern Kentucky University

Oak Hills HIgh School
Princeton High School

Purcell Marian High School
Scarlet Oaks Career Campus

University of Cincinnati
Ursuline Academy

Walnut Hills High School
Winton Woods High School

Withrow University High School



A WORLD OF THANKS
Board Chair
Dale Dean, DeanHouston Inc.

Vice Chair
Tim Roberts, The Tim ROBERTS Group – Comey &
Shepherd Realtors

Treasurer
Asawari Deshmukh, University of Cincinnati

Secretary
Cheryl D. Young, Miami University Global Initiatives

Board Members
Charles Azuka, Retired, P&G
Bob Betz, Retired, Cognis
Dominique Ellison
Samuel Foulkes, Clovernook Center for the Blind &
Visually Impaired
Karlee Hilliard, Retired, Ford Motor Company
Mrudula Jillella, dunnhumby
Sri Kumar, Connico
Francois LeRoy, Northern Kentucky University
Michele Mansfield, Retired, P&G
Bryan McCleary, Relevance Communications; P&G
Alumni Foundation
Amanda “Mandy” McLaughlin, Graduate Studies –
University of Cincinnati, College of Engineering and
Applied Science
David Qu, Churchill’s Fine Teas
Tyler Roe, New York Life
Jay Scherger, Jukebox
Samuel Thomas, FEG Investment Advisors

Advisory Group
Mary Ann Buchino, EdD, Retired School Psychologist

Leo Chan, Asia Chamber of Commerce
Denise Esteves-Hicks, Kroger Technology

Doug Goldberg, Goldberg Partners International LLC
Dr. James Kaya, Clermont County Public Health

Craig Lane, MunichRe America
John Pinney, Graydon, Head, & Ritchey LLP

Pat Raverty, Retired
Deborah Schultz, Transborder Solutions

Deborah Tyson, National Underground Railroad
Freedom Center

Young Professionals Board Liasion
Morgan Miller, Wells Enterprises

Young Professionals Advisory Group
Phillip Arceneaux, Miami University

Prerna Gandhi, Rotex Global, LLC
Kelsey Hawkins-Johnson, Groundwork Ohio River

Valley
Angel He, Softbank

Sakshi Shah, Midmark Corporation
Lucas Threlfall, Cooperative for Education

Gaurav Yadav, United States Air Force

BOARD & ADVISORY GROUPS



President & CEO
Michelle H. Glandorf, CFRE

Vice President
Melissa McDonald

Programs Associate
Azalea Laverde

TEAMTEAM

A WORLD OF THANKS
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